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1. In ac.otd«,ee with reference. (,) end (b), the Ictlon Report of lh,k 
Element 95.11 for the pen^mt U June 1951 through 16 September 1951, covering 
the period the Commending Officer, n.S.3. SIOIU ected e. Commender Teek 
Element 95*11, is submitted herewith. 

2. Thle 1. not e complete report of the ectlon of Teek Element 95.11 for the 
given period beca„.e the Co„m«»iing Officer, B.S.S. SIOIH, CIE 95.11 
only on the dates indicated in Part I of this report. 

3. The report is divided into 6 PARTS as listed belowi 
Part I •• General Narrative 

Part II - Chronological Order of Events 

Part m - Perfore^nc, of Ordnence Materiel and Eooipment Including ,lmmu- 



nition Expedituras 

Fart IV - Sur^m^ary of Own and Enenyr Battle Damr,^:e 
Part V - Personnel Performance and Casualties 
Part VI - Comments and Racommendatioas* 
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Part I - General Harrative 



/i. During the peri ad from 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951, 
the U.S.S, SICILY (GVE-118) with Marine Fighter Squadron 323 embarked, operat- 
ed off the TTest Coast of Korea as part of the U* 3. Seventh Fleet in Task 
Force 95, under the operational control of Commander Task Group 95,1, 

(1) The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY alternated with the 
Commanding Officer of the British aircraft earrier KI13 GLORY as Commander 
T-. sk Element 9 5 •11* Normally TE95»11 consisted of one carrier end four das** 



troyers, or destroyer escorts, acting as screening vessels. Occasionally 
the screen was reduced to less than four ships to meet operational demands 
end when a destroyer was released to CTE 95.12 to perform night patrols. 

At least one of the carriers remained on station at all times and the average 
operating period was nine (9) days. This report covers only the operations 
of TE 95.11 when the Commending %ficer, U.S.S, SICILY was CTE 95.11, as 
follows: 



(a) 0830 13 Jun 1951 
2100 2 Jul 1951 
2100 22 Jul 1951 
2100 4 Aug 1951 

2100 24 .kig 1951 

2100 9 Sep 1951 



2100 22 Jun 1951 
2100 10 Jnl 1951 
2100 29 Jul 1951 
2100 14 Aug 1951 
2100 1 Sep 1951 
2100 16 Sep 1951 



(2) The enelay forces wero the North Korean Army and Chinese 
Communist forces ih enemy-held North Korea. No enemy navel forces were en- 
Oouiitered by this Task Element* Enemy small craft including sampams, junk, 
sailboats, small barges and power boats, operating in the rivers, estoaries 
and along the 7est Coast of Korea were attacked and destroyed by own air- 



craft whenever possible. 



Pert I - -General Narrative (Cont*d) l^C Ul ^ 

(3) Typical .miaslQhajQf -aircraft' Coiabat 
Air Patrol, Close Air Support, Pre-brief od Strikes, Target Combat Air patrol, 
Naval Gun Fire Spotting, and Photo Roconnaissanoe. The operating area for ti 
aircraft was roughly the area C 05 ^t||ine <2 between the coastline and a line drc , 
from the Han River Estuary through Sinnak to Chlnnr.rapo« 

(4) The operating area for Task Element 95.11 was in area ‘♦an", 
South of 39° 15' M and East of 123® 30' E during daylight hours. During darv 
ness the oloaent withdrew to the South, During the period of this report tho 



U,S,S. SICILY operated at various times with following ships* 



(a) 


HMaS TiaRRaMUNGa 


(s) 


USS REiroOVA 


(b) 


HUaS aNZaG 


(t) 


Hi'IS GLORY 


(c) 


USS HuWKINS 


(u) 


HMS CONSORT 


(d) 


USS FISKE 


(v) 


HMS CONST/JiCE 


(u) 


USS BRiDFORD 


(«) 


USS RENSHAW 


(f) 


USS CUNNINGHAK 


U) 


USS BROWN 


(g) 


RFa green fii.NGER 


(y) 


USS U. M. M)0HB 


(h) 


RFi. Wave chief 


(a) 


HiKJS CaYUGA 


(i) 


RFa Wave PREHaER 


(aa) 


HJfiCS HURON 


U) 


HMS COSS 1 .CK 


(bb) 


KMS MURCHISON 


Oc) 


HiJCS NOOTKa 


(cc) 


USS PERKTNS 


(1) 


USS CONY 


(dd) 


USS KIDD 


(m) 


USS C0Ni«AY 


(ce) 


USS Ni.IT'p 


(n) 


HMS COUNTS B**Y 


(ff) 


USS WEDDERBURN 


(o) 


Hi# ST. BRIDE'S Bi.Y 


(gg) 


USS ORLECK 


(P) 


HiiS WHITE StiPS B..Y 


(hh) 


HiiS COMUS 


(q) 


Ci.RBIGAN 


(ii) 


HKCS ..THi*BASKAN 


(r) 


HMZ ROTOITI 


Uj) 


HMCS SIOUY 



Part II - 
10U44/Jun 

110530/Jun 



12/Jun 



130700/Jun 

130830/Jun 



14/Jun 



CHRONOLCX^ICAL ORDER OF EVENTS » 

Sicily arrived in Kobe, Japan, for embarkation of VIIF 323 person: 
el and equipment. 

Departed for Sasebo, Japan and landed aboard VMF 323 aircraft, 
tv/enty- three (23) F4U» 

One barrier crash occurred with no pilot injury. One aircraft 
caught fire on landing with no injury to personnel except the 
pilot suffered a fractured right forearm. 

Carrier qualified ViaF 323 pilots. A total of 31 flights ’.Tore 
made, resulting in one barrier crash with class "A” damage to 
aircraft, and no injury to personnel. 

Moored in Sasebo harbor at 1530 and fuolod from the UFA GREEN 
RANGER, cm EDimT) S. CfiRVER, RN, Aviation Officer of CTG 95.1 
came aboard for temporary duty as operational advisor. 

Departed Sasebo for the Yellow Sea Operating .iirea with HliAS 
•"AKl j’J^NGA (DD123) and HJilNS V/J, GALEN (DD8O3) . 

Firing exerciser! on a towed sleeve were ci inducted onrouto to 
the operating area* 

USS H/fJKINS (DD873) and U3S FI3KE (DD842) joined formation on- 
route , 

Duties of CTE 95.11 wero ossuflad this date. 

Commenced combat air operations, launching a total of 28 flights, 
(12 non-combat) . 

One class ''A*' damego barrier crash occurred, pilot uninjurod. 
Combat Flights for the day vraro reported on Air Attack Reports 
(Op Wav form 3480,3) numbers 1 through 4, 




declassified 



16/Jun A total of 32 flights isrere aade (l2 non-combat) , reported on 

Air Attack Reports 8 through 12. 

U3S CUNNIIJjHAij (DD752) '^as detached to perform Bugatti Patrol 
after flight operations. (Ref. (c) gives details of Bugetti Patrol> 
17/Jun A total of 36 flights irare made (12 non-combat), reported on 

Air Attack Reports 13 through 17. 

CjiPT BIGELOW ’TATTS, USI.ICR, crashed in vrater after receiving a 



wave off. 

The plane sank Immediately with no sign of survivor after 
thorough helicopter and destroyer search, 

USS BR^yjFORD (DD545) performed Bugatti Patrol during hours of 
darkness, 

18/Jun A total of 28 flights (12 non-combat) were flown this date 

and reported on Air Attack Reports 18 through 21, 
tfSS CUNNIMGHA'i (DD752) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

19/Jiin Bad weather in the operating ahea hampered the days opera tionSi 

A total of 11 flights (4 non— combat) were flown and reported csi 
Air Attack Report is 22 and 23, 

One barrier crash occurred resulting in Class *’C* domaga to 
aitplane and no pilot injury; 

CMl EDIfUr® S, C;JIVER, RN, transferred to V/X G;XEN, HI-IS COSS^^CK 
(DD57) relieved HLilE VAN G/XEW (DD803). 

flSS COI'IY (DDE508) and USS COIfJAY (DDE507) relieved CUOTJINGH;A'I 
and BRADFORD, USS COSIWAY performed Bugatti Patrol. 



- f - 



20/jun Bad weather again hampered air operations# 

A total of 8 flights (4 non~combat) were flown and reported on 
Air Attack Report number 24. 

USS cony performed Bugatti Patrol 

2l/Jun A total of 24 flights were made (8 non-combat) and reported on 

Air Attack Reports 25 through 27. One taxi accident occurred 
when a plane with brake failure skidded into the island struct- 
ure. USS C0N7/AY performed Bugatti Patrol. 

22 /Jun A total of 26 flights (12 non-combat) were made and reported on 

Air Attack Reports 28 through 30, 

The formation refueled between flights from HMS WAVE PRIMER, 
Transferred 1st LT, J, R. WELLS, US?® to USS COM for further 
transfer to HI-^S GLORY for intelligence liaison* 

USS CONY performed Bugatti Patrol. 

222100 /jun Relieved V HMS GLORY; enroute to Sasebo, Japan with HKB COSSACK 
and Hi'iAS WARRAMINGA, Conducted AA firing enroute* 

010715/Jul Underway for Korean Combat Zone with KMA3 Wj^RRAIilUNGA (D-123, HMS 
NOOTIGl (D- 213 ), KMS MOUNTS BAY (F-627) and HMS l^ITESANDS BAY 
(F- 633 ) in compote* 

Conducted A^* gunnery exercises. MOUNTS BAY and WHITESAJADS BAY 
detached upon completion. 

Relieved HlilS GLORY at 2100, 

Secured from Typhoon condition II at 2333* 

020910/Jul USS MOORE (DE442) joined formation and OOBO clr«ige4do to transfer 

^ 1st Lt, J, R, WELLS who returned aboard for intelligence duty 

after T/J), ffilS GLCRY. 

A total of 29 flights (12 non— combat) were f3,o’<im and reported 



- « - 



03/Jul 



04/Jal 



05/Jul 



06/jul 



071115/Jul 



On Air Attack Reports 51 through 34. One F 4 U hit by ground 

machine gun fire; crash-landed. Pilot uninjured; rescued by 
helicopter. 



MS COflSTiNCB (B71) Joined formotion c-t 1712. 

KHC3 SDQTKA performed Bugattl Patrol. 

A total of 33 fllshts rero made (12 non-eombat) with one class 
"A" barrier craeb reported on Jdr Attack Reports 35 through 38 . 
OfJT c/iva K. CffiEE®, 03®. killed in action when hit by ground 
small arms fire 12 miles St Pyongyang la strafing attack. 



iWaJOR '.7ILBUR P. SVAIIS, 



USMC, shot doy;n necr Songyong. Recovered 



by helicopter. Suffered broken pelvis. 



HHS -'AVE CHIE?, escorted by HMffiS ROTOm, refnelad aoraen. 

A total of 38 flights wore made (12 non-combat) ond reported on 
Air ilttQok Reports 39 through 44 , 



USS MOORE (DE442) porfomed Bugatti, 

A total of 30 flights wore made (10 non-combat) and reported co 
lair Attack Reports 45 through 49 , 



ffiCS NOJTKA (D213) performed Bugetti, 

HHHS V.'i G/iLEN (D-803) rolioyod WiS CONSTAHOE (D-71). 

A total of 32 lights woro mode (12 non-oombot) and riportod on 
Air Attack Reports 51 through 54 , 

USS jiOOIiE (DE 442 ) performed Bugatti, 

II3S TOLEDO (OA- 133 ) With OTG 95, RAJW 0. c. DYER, BSlf, onbarted, 
and D33 BWDFOPD (DD-545) Joined formation. R.M m® was 
flo,m to the 3ICIU by hollcoptor and, after observing night 
operations sh? fted his flag back to the TOLEDO at 1530, 




• t)ECLASSIFlED 



A total of 36 flights roro mada (12 non-comtet) and reported 
on jlir Attack Reports 55 through 60 „ 

USS BRADFORD (DJ>*-545) perfarnod Bugatti, 

080600/jtil UOS TOLEDO and USS BK.U3FCRD departed fermation, EMS EAVE 

CKIEE (AO), cECortcd by ®JS COi'JSORT (D-72), joined formation to 
refuel ecroe.r. 



09/Jul 



A total of 4f, flights o/ero made (14 ncn-corabat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 61 throuf^h 67, 

H?1CS NOOTIvA (D-713) performed Eugatti, 

A total Oj 40 flights wore made (12 non-cambat) and reported 
on Air Ai.tack Reports 68 through 73, 

One Aircrn,:’;-. went over port side one to failure of brakes r.iiich 

v/ere damaged by enemy fire. Pilot recovered by helicopter; 
unlnjurod. 



lO/Jul 



102100/Jul 

11/Jul 

19/Jul 



20/Jul 



USS MOORE c'nr;.7orraed Bugatti, 

A total of flights were made (lO non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 74 through 78, U.S.S, MOORE and HMCS 
NOOTIA;’. were detached. 

Relieved os OT'E 95.11 by Hf,lS GIROY. 

Enroute Sasebo, Japan, 

Enroute Korean Ear Zone, Conducted bottle problem with EMES 
Van GA:^:k iD -803) and BliAS EAJ;H.''l'IUf'UA (D-123), 

2100 - Relieved HM3 GLORY as GTE 95^1. 

A total of 26 flights were made (lO non-coabet^ and reported 
on Aiir Ait trek Reports 79 through 82 » 

USS P^NSHAW (BDE-449) and USS BrD'lK (nv.-:46} joined formation, 
USS BROEN parformad Bugettl, 




21/jul 



22/Jui 




ii:U 

A total of 30 flights were niade (10 non-combat). 

Flew cover for 10G 15 salvage operation by HMS CaRDIQaN Bkl (PF). 
USS RENSHAvil perforjned Bugatti, 

A total of 10 flights were made (2 non-combat). 

Very poor weather hampered operations. 



23/jul 



USS BROWN performed Bugatti, 

A total of 10 flights were made (4 non-combat) and reported on 



Air Attack Report 83. 

Poor weather, 

USS RENSHAW performed Bugatti, 

USS BROWN detached, 

24/Jul A total of 43 flights were made (12 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 84 through 89, 

CAPT BYRON Sli, BURBaQE, USMC, failed to return from sixike} crash's;^ 
after being hit by small arms fire while on strafing attack at 
Sohae-ri, 

U,S,S, RENSHJiW performed Bugatti, 

U,S,S. UUffiRT M, MOORE (UE-442) joined formation, 

251130/Jul HMS CaRDIGiiN BAY (PF), joined fcrrortjon to transfer CIE 953^2^ 

CAPT, W. L. M, BROIYN, RN, %& SICILY for eonferenoe 0.1 Han River 



Estuary Operation, 

Screen refueled from RFA WaVE CHIEF, 

A total of 31 flights were made (12 non-oombot) and reported on 
Air Attack Reports 90 through 93. 

USS RENSHiiW performed Bugatti, 



260613/Jul 



declassified 



261855/Jul 

27/Jul 



28/Jul 



281927/Jal 



29/Jul 



292100/jul 



Launched helicopter with LT. R. H, TULLIS, MC, USN aboard, to 
fly to HIIKZS ROTOITI (PF) to agsiat in acute appendicitis 
operation. A total of 42 flights ware made ( 10 non-crarijat) 
and reported on Air Attack Reports 94 through 103. 

JMS GLCRT (CVL), HMCS CAOTGA (DDE-218), HUGS HURON (DD-216) 
joined fomation, 

A total of 44 flights were made ly SICILY and GLCRY 0l2 non- 
combat) with one crash landing due to damriged landing gear 
and reported on Air Attack Report 104. Pilot uninjured; plane 
suffered Class "B*‘ damage i 
LHS CAYUGA performed Bugatti. 

A total of 56 flights were made by SICILY end 0L(31Y (14 non- 
corabat) with one barrier crash a reported on Air Attack 
koport 105. 

Plane suffered Class ”A" damage when it nosed over; no injorios. 
Made Sonar contact* REiSHfilT and MOORE fiere detached from the 
formation to investigate and wore later relieved by CAYUGA and 
HURON, Anti-submarine patrol continued by CAYUGA and HURON 
during the night. 

Continued investigation of Sonar contact while refueling screen 
from RPA *JAVE CHIEF. Pinal evaluation non-submarine# 

A total of 101 flights Vrtjre made ty SICILY and GLCRY (15 non- 
combat) and reported by lAr Attack Reports 106 ttirough 108, 
Shifted flag of CTE 95*11 to HHS GLORY upon completion of air 
operations and departed for Sasebo, Japan r/ith V'X G/IEN 

(D-803) and mUS 'J/JR/iUNGA (D-123). 



04/Aug 

042100/Aug 

050735/Aug 



06/Aug 

07/Aug 



08/Aug 



09/Aug 



Enroate Korean -Tar Zone, RU3 C033ZCK and HHS CMRm In conpamr 

condncted AA firing ererelae, and battle pmblem.naing. an 
Ship’s aircraft, 

.Relieved GLCRX as QTE 95,11 

USS REJBHAW^ (DD-499) joined formation, 

A total of 34 fllghta were made ( 10 non-oombat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 109 through II3, 

IRiS CHARITY (D-29) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 26 flights nra made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports II4 through 118, 

HMS COSSACK (D-57) performed Bugatti litrol, 

A total of 20 flights mere made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 119 through 121. 

CAP! J. t. KAHE. OSK, cwamn l? and OAPT 1. A. SGHOECH, OSH, 

prospootlTo Ooaoandlng Offtcep, O.S.S. SICILY (cVE-118) came 
aboard by piano, 

USS RiiNSHA' (DDE-499) performed Bugatti Patrol. 

USS RENSHA-/ (DDE-499) was detached and USS HEDDERBURN (nn*684) 
joined formation. A total of 12 Hights were made ( 10 non- 
combat) in v .ry adverse TToathor and reported on Air Attack 
Report 122, 

OAPT J. L. KANE, USN, COII0.1BDW 17 and porty dopertodt 
A total of 32 fllghta mere made ( 10 non-conbat) end reported 
on /air Attack Report 123 through 130. 

Refueled formation from RFA -^AVE (ao) . 

US3 MAIFEH (DE-3 52) performed Bugrtti Petrol, 



lO/Aug 



110900/Aug 



12/Aug 



13/Aug 

14/Aug 

142100/Aug 

15/Aug 

23/Aug 



A total of 36 flights woro node (lO. non-conbat) and reported on 
Air Attack Reports 131 through 137. 

One aircraft suffered class “A** donagc in barrier crash; no 
injury to pilot, 

USS K.1IPEH (DE-352) porforoed Bugatti Patrol, 

GAPT A, SCHOECH, 0SN, relieVed CAPT J. 3. 3HACH, USM, as 
Conmending Officer of this vessel and GTE 95.11, A total of 
36 flights were made (lO non-conbat) and reported on ^iir Attack 
Reports 138 through 143, 

USS NAIFEH (BE-352) porfornod Bugatti Patrol, 

J, S, THACH, USN, loft by TBH to report for duty as Chiof 
of Staff, CCPiCARDIV 17, Foma ti on reftilad'ft'Om'BEA WjffPE CHIEF# 
A total of 36 flights were nado (lO non-conbat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 144 through 149. 

USS rUilFEH (DE— 352) perfomed Bugotti Potrol, 

A total of 36 flights wore nado (lO non-conbat) end reported 
on Air Attack Reports 150 throu^-h 155, 

USS NAIFEH (DE-352) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 37 flights wore made (12 non-conbat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 156 through 159. 

USS n-lIFEH (BE-352) and USS 3EDDSRBURN (DE-684) wore dotached. 
HJiS GIX)RY assumed GTE ,95,11. 

Enroute to Sasebo, Japan for replenishment and recreation, 

LCDR ''.I, L* VICKBRJiilN and party of four officers from USS 
RENDOVA (CVE-114) reported aboord for T7J3 as absorvers. 



24/Aug 



Underway for Karoan 1!7ar Zone with USS PERKINS (DD-877) ond ffil/.S 
4N24C (D-59) in conpany. Conducted Ai\ firing exercises, USS 
KIDD (Ea>^l) joined fornation. Asamed. GTE 95.11 from HilS 
GLORY. 



251123/Aug 



2V^Ug 



27/Aug 



28/Aug 

281532/Aug 



A total of 40 flights wore made (lO non— eonbat) and reported on 
Air Attack Reports 160 through 166, 

■ "LIS /A®AC (D-59) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

Hies CAYUGA (DDE-218) joined forma tl on ^ 

total of 39 flights were made { 10 non— combat) and r eported 
on Air Attack Reports 167 through 170, 

HMNS VAL GALEN (l>-803) joined formation and HMC3 CAYUGA was 
detached for duty with GTE 95.12, HMNS VAL GALEN {D-8O3) 
performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 24 flights were made (10 non— combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Report 171* 

Formation refueled from RFA UAVE PRMEER, escorted by HMS ST* 
BHIHE*S BAY* 

USS PERKINS (DDR-877) performed Bugatti Petrol, 

Target ’leather closed in during the day, 

A total of 4 flights were made ( 4 non-combat)* 

Flevir weather recco fligSls but operations area remains d closed in 
USS PBRKII'IS (ddR- 877^) investigated email craft hear formation, 
identified as fishing craft bf Japanese Registry* H1.IWS VAL GALEN 
(D-803) performed Bugatti Patrol, 



29/Aug 










U 



A total of 39 flights were made (10 non-comhat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 172 through 179, 

IIMAS ANZAC (IJ^59) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

30/Aug I total of 38 flights wore made ( 10 non-combat) end reported 

on Jiir Attack Reports 180 through 187, 

D3S KIDD (DD-661) porfornod Bugatti Patrol, 

3l/^*ug A tdtal of 26 flights wore mc.de (lO non-combat) enrf reported 

Air Attack Reports 188 through 190, 



l/Sept 



012100/Sopt 
192100/Sopt 
10153 5/Sopt 



lllU8/Sept 



Formation refueled from PiFA ?AVE PREIIER, U33 PERKINS (DDR-877) 
performed Bugatti Patrol, 

44 total of 34 flights were mads ( 10 non— conbet) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 191 through 196. 

P^lievod os GTE 95.11 by HMS GLORY, 

Relieved K/IS GLORY ds GTE 95.11, 

Detached QRLECK and ATHABASKAN to investigate sonar contact. 
Contact evaluated as non-submarine and the ORLECK and ATHABASKAN 
rejoined at 1605. a total of 42 flights were made (10 non- 
combat) and reported on Air Attack Reports 197 through 201, 

HMCS x\T}Li3^4SK/»N performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 36 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 202 through 206, Itojor General C, G, 



SCIIILT, CG 1ST MA^, came aboard to observe flight operations, 
U3S 0R.LECK performed Bugatti Patrol. 

12/Sept A total of 38 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 207 through 211,^ USS HANNA performed 
Bugatti Patrol, 



7 
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A tot.1 Of 38 flight, h,« 008, ( 10 „„„.oo«bot) o»l roportod 
on Air Attack Reports 212 thi-ough 216. 

IMS corpus performed Bugattl Patrol. 
liiJ. GEN. C. F. SCHILT departed. 

A total of 38 flight, wro oode ( 10 noh-coobot) o,»J reported 
on Air Attack Reports 217 through 221. 

HJKS Sioaz performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total Of 37 flight, .ore .edo ( 10 hcn-co.bet) end reported 
on Air Attack Heporto 222 through 226. 

A total Of 37 night, were «de ( 10 non-conbet) r„ 
on Air Attack Hoporte 227 through 230. 

Relieved e, CTE 95.11 by HIE GLORT 
Enroute to Snsobo, Japan, 





III - PERFOfii'Li'.rJCEOF ORDAfLlNCE M&ERIAL iU® EQUIPfffiNT INCUIDING HMINITION 
EXIKNDITORES 

A. All OrdnancQ material and equipment operated sotlsfoctorily OT-hats 
been the subject of previous reports* 

B, Ammunition Expenditures (loss li“aining) 



1. •i^ombs 

1000 # G. P. 


June 

0 


o| 


Aueust 

6 


SeDtenbor 

0 


500 # G, P. 


91 


333 


204 


116 


Itepoltn 


28 


121 


102 


68 


2. Rockets 
5” 


728 


2038 


704 


878 


3.25" I7.P. 


97 


0 


0 


316 


3. 50 Cal. Belted 


58,235 


235,385 


177,310 


120,300 


Training jjnnunition Expendituros 






U 5" 38 Cal. 


1 


20 


24 


10 


2, 40 M'i 


3,805 


3,330 


5,575 


1,247 


3. 20 


1,442 


J,574 


2,266 


640 




PiiRT IV - SDLiMRY 0? OTN AND ENEMT BATTLE DAikCE 



A». Own bettle daiocgo 

1. No bettlo domage oos sustoioed by the ship, of this task elooont. 

2. Borneo to oiroroft - soc Hovol klr Warfare Reports submitted for 
the period 13 June 1951 through 16 Septoaber 1951 

B, Battle domege inflicted on the enemy, 

1. No domoge was infllot.d on the enemy by the ships of this task 
element while operating therein, 

2. Enemy battle damage inflicted by own aircraft - see Naval Air 

Warfare reports submitted for the period 13 Juno 1951 through 15 September 
1951. 
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Part V - PERSONNEL PERFORliiANCE AND CASUALTIES 



A. Personnel performance was excellent and in many cases outstanding, 
fi. Casualties 

1. The only casualties sustained were those of VMF-323 pilots which 
have been covered by previous reports (OPNaV 3480,3), ■ * 



Part VI - Coiaments and Recoanjondations 

A, Doctrine 

1. Although uc euemy air opposition v,as onoountered by either eirboi-no 

strikes or the oarrior force end its CeP it vas found necessary to use an 

Imaginary "uatchdog" orbit point for returning flights in order to prevent 

nuneroua unwarranted air alerts for the formation. This systen worked very 

satisfactorily and it is reconmonded that it ha mode standard doctrine for e 

situations whoro no ships can bo made ovallahlo for "watchdog" and "tomcat" 
stations, 

2. It must be commented that the international character of the forces 
which comprised GTE 95.11 wore no obstacle to smooth operation. The okoollont 
seamanship and cfficioncy of the various screen commanders was particularly 
notable. Combined operatic^ of this kind are felt to be invaluable in build- 
ing good rdll and a soffipd foundation for future Onltod Nations cooporation. 

B, Aircraft 

1. Most of the P4D aircraft originally embarked had already served through 
tno combat tours and thus wore fairly difficult to maintain. This problem was 
groctly allcviatod cs rcplaccnents uorc obtained. 

C, Equipaent 

1. The H-2 catapult could not bo used in launching aircraft with heavy 

loads during no wind conditions. This slov;od operations noticeably at these 
times, 

2.. The SK-3 Air Search Radar had ihsufficlent range to give adequate early 
warning fnformation. In tho seno field, the altitude information from the SP 




radar was not always reliable, a 2000 to 5000 feet error in reading not being 
unusual, 

3. The present ROM equipment carried has proven of very little value. 

The ship could use modem ROM equipment which has high possibilities for the 
CVE, 

4* A most valuable electronic aid during the Task Force 95 operations 
was the D&SF, VHF Direction Finder, This equipment was used a number of times to 
home lost aircraft in bad weather conditions. It was particularly useful to the 
CVE in view of the short dependable range of the SK-3 Air Search Radar, Of even 
more value would be a direction finder which is gyro-fed to provide true read- 
ings, crystal controlled, end automatic in determining sense, A piece of 
equipment incorporating those featvares was observed in operation aboard the HMS 
GLORY and has apparently been in in the British Navy for a number of years. 
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A. Duriiig the period of this report the U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), under the 
commnd of Captain Alinon E, LOOtOS, 62535/1310, USN, with ferine Attack Squad- 
ron Three Hundred Twelve (VMA.~3J2), under the co mma Ad of Lieutenant Colonel 
^orge C. A3CEEU,, 06857/7302, TOIC, embarked, operated as a part of Task Force 
95f in the U* S« SEVENTH FIEET, under the operational control of Commander 
West Coast Blockading and Patrol Group (GTG 95,1) 

B. The Commanding Officer, U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), acted as GTE 95^11 from 

21001 4 September until 21001 13 September when he was relieved by the Com- 
manding Officer, BIS OCEAN, During the subject period TE 95.11 consisted of 
the SICILY and its screen, HMS COSSACK (D-*57), HiS3S NOOTKA (DDE-213) and 
D.S.S, MARSH (DE-699), ' 

C. The Task Element operated in the vicinity of latitude 37^ - 30* N, longi- 
tude 124*^ - 30* E, Its mission was to provide air support for the following 
tasks which were assigned to the ¥/est Coast Blockading and Patrol Group, 

(1) Enforce blocfede of the West Coast of Korea south of latitude 39® - 
35* N to prevent ingress or egress, mining, or supply and reenforcement by 
sea« 

( 2 ) Occupy, control, and defend the following West Coast Islands; 

SOKTO, CHODO, PAENGYONGDO, TAECHONGDO, YONGPYONGDO, TOKCHOKTO, Protect our 
sea communications therewith, 

(3) Provide escort and air support to own naval forces, 

{4) Support minesweeping operations, 

(5) Support troops ashore with naval gunfire, 

(6) Conduct aerial reconnaissance of the eriemy-held West Coast of 

Korea, 

( 7 ) Support friendly guerrilla activities and maintain liaison therewith. 

(8) Destroy military installations and other worthwhile targets of 
opportianity. 

This mission included the following specific tasks: 

1. Provision of a two aircraft TARCAP by day for Task Unit 95,12,1 in 
the CHODCHSOKTO area. The tasks of this TARCAP in order of priority were: 

(a) Strike enemy artillery activities against ovm forces. 

(b) Give cover against enemy propeller driven aircraft attack. 
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(c) feep \inder regular surTreiilance coastal area AiiGaK to SAGR-RI* 

(d) Airspofr in the sane area if required* 

2* Daily armed reconnaissance of the coastal area "between the HAN 
River and the TAEDONG Estuary and re cwinals sauce of the coast north of the 
TAEDONG up to HAMCHON at least every other day, to detect and destroy enemy 
personnel, artillery, vessels, and equipment threatening friendly islandsj 
to keep coastal airfields in the area under surveillance and to detect any 
^ning activity or blockade running* (Important sightings requiring action 

by surface forces were passed to the appropriate Surface Blockide and Patrol 
Units . ) 



3. Provision of strikes as requested by Elements and Units of W 95*1, 
guerrilla organizations, and J.O*C, Iforea, 

4* Conduct of armed reconnaissance, strikes,nnd interdiction through- 
out the area west of the follor^ing line: HAWCHOU - CHUNGWti, thence south 

down maxn supply route through HffaNGJU to SARIV/ON, thence along main supply 
route through Spfli^AK to the PeOjCe Conference Restricted Area, thence g i r.r ;g 
the western perimeter of the Restricted Area to the HAN River Estuary, 

5* Provision of aIRSPOT as requested by Surface Bloclsnde and Patrol 

Gro\q), 

6, Provision of close air support as requested by J.O.G. Korea* 

7. Provision of convoy cover as requested by CTF 9B* 

D« The enemy forces vrere the North Korean Peoples Army and ’’Volunteer’’ Chi- 
nese Comimmist Forces in enemy held North Korea* 

E* Regular coastal reconnaissance Indicated tiiat eneny blockade running and 
coastal shipping continued to be at a standstill, However, eneny small craft 
were found operating in the rivers end estuaries and were attacked* 

Air support for the defense of friendly islands and military installations 
TOs contiradd. This was accomplished by strikes on gun positions threatening 
these islands and by spotting on coastal targets for patrol vessels in the 
area. An enemy build-up appeared to be in progress in the HAEJU aiid WOLSARI 
coastal areas. Both of these build-ups threatened friendly installations and 
as a result extra strike effort vras placed on them, a considerable number of 
heavily reenforced positions had recently been buUt on the WOLSARI peninsula 
^d tunnels were being dug as positions for heavy guns. Efforts were made to 
knock out as many of these positions as possible but it was gound that general 
purpose bombs, which were the ®nly ones available, were not very effective* 

TARCaP was provided in the CHODO-SOKTO area* In the early pert of the 
period only a two plcine section was provided tut an increase In MIG activity 
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made it necessary to change to a four plane \xnit. Since this required an in- 
ordinate percentage of the ship's total effort, those aircraft were sent on 
prebriofed strikss prior to reporting in as TARCAP, 



The prograra of interdiction and harasscxjnt which has been in effect for 
some tice was continued. Strikes were cinde on nany targets v/hich v*ere pro- 
vided by local Intelligence forces. These targets v/ere troop concentrations, 
gm positions and supply dunps. In addition, nUDerous transportation facili- 
ties such as bridges and junks located by reconnaissance wore attacked. 



During this operating period MIG-15 's were encountered on two occasions. 

On 9 Septeraber, in the vicinity of 38o-45’N, 124°-45*E, four MiG's were sight- 
ed by six F4D's, The F4 U'b were in the process of attacking several junks and 
sighted the IjUG's as they entered an attack free six o’clock. They iranediately 
turned into the MiG’s who broke off the attack prior to entering firing range. 
The MIG’s^at an altitude of about 10,000 feet and flying at approximately the 
same speed as the F4U’s, boxed in the F4U's for about 5 ninutes. Following 
this the MiG’s broke off and departed to the north without niaking any further 
attack. 






On 10 September in the vicinity of 38'^-39*N> 124°“50’E, tsJo F4U*s, which 
were flying at approximately 8,000 feet, suddenly sighted four (4) MIG- 15 ’s 
coming down on their tails from above* The F4U’s immediately entered a weave 
and ware successful in meeting the enemi' almost head on. On the second weave 
one (l) MIG- 15 was shot down by the F4U’s and was seen to go down in flames. 
The MIG pilot bailed out and was also aflame. Soon thereafter the F4U’s at- 
tempted to break off the action by heading for CHODO Island losing altitude. 
The MiG’s continued their attacks. One P4U was hit by 37mm fire in the port 
wing and the pilot balled out, iifter this the MiG's departed to the North, 
Four additional MiG’s were sighted at approximately 15,000 feet during the 
action. The F4U pilot was recovered in approximately ten (10) minutes by a 
"DUMBO" from POENGYAIJG-DO but neither the MIG-15 nor the pilot was located. 
For further details see VIiik-312 Air Crew Survival. Report No, 15, dtd 8/l0/52j 
VMA— 312 Aircraft Action Report No, 74, dtd 8/].0/52: V^ik— 312 Air Combat Report 
No, 1 dtd 8/10/52, 

The total number of sorties for the period was 318 vjith a total of 597 
hours flown. The overall daily overage was 63.0 hours flovm in 35,3 sorties. 
The daily average of assigned aircraft was 21,5 and the average daily availa- 
bility V7as 15,2, 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

9/4/52 1 At 21001 the Commanding Officer of the SICILY assumed command of 
Task Element 95*11 and OTC West Coast relieving the Commanding Officer of the 
HMS OCEAN, The night was spent proceeding to the operating area vrith the 
U.S.S. lUJtSH in confcny* 

B/5/5Z i Flight Operations corrmenced at davm and continued throughout the day, 
A total of 43 sorties were flown of which 12 were CiiP, 12 T^CAP and 19 pre- 
briefed strikes and reconnaissance. One aircraft was lost on catapult launch 
and the pilot recovered, uninjured, by helicopter. Details are provided in 
Part IV below. The Task Element vras joined by HIICS NOOTKA during the morning 
and by HMS COSSACK in the late afternoon* Shortly after arrival of the COS- 
SACK, the NOOTKA was detached for night patrol, 

9/6/52 : Commencing on schedule, 39 sorties were floifm throughout the day. 

These flights consisted of 12 CAP, 12 T^iRCAP and 15 prebriefed strike and re- 
connaissance, One aircraft was lost on catapult launch and the pilot recover- 
ed, uninjured, by helicopter. The NOOTKA rajoirusd at 0900 and 'at 1730 the 
CC^SACK was detached for night jatrolo • ; , " . 

9/7/52 : Thirty-eight sorties were flown during the day consisting of 12 CiiP, 

12 TARCAP and 14 strike and reconnaissance flights. One aircraft v;as lost 
by ditching while returning from a mission. The cause vras engine failure 
evaluated as probable flak damage. The pilot ?/as recovered by helicopter and 
taken to friendly territory. The COSS^iCK ru joined at 0900 and the NOOTKti was 
detached at 1730 for patrol, 

9/8/52 : Thirty-three sorties were flown consisting of 12 C<*P, 10 TARCLAP and 

11 strike and reconnaissance. The NOOTKA rejoined at 0900 and the JAAESH was 
detached for night patrol at 1730. 

9/9/52 ; A total of 38 sorties were flosvn consisting of 12 GiiP, 12 TaRQuP and 
14 strike and reconnaissance. During the afternoon four tC[G-15’s made a non- 
firing run on one of this Task Element's strilces. At 0900 the I'kHSH returned 
and at 1700 the COSSiiCK departed for the nightly patrol, 

9/10/52 : Thirty-throe sorties v;ere floi^n consisting of 10 Cj.P, 10 T^iRCijP and 

13 strike and reconnaissance. During the afternoon, four tiIG-15*s attacked 
a two plfine section of TaRCAP in the gonoral vicinity of CHQDO and in a dog- 
fight which follcn;ed one MIG was shot down in flames and one F4U was damaged. 
The GOSSaCK rejoined the Task Element at 1000 and at 1750 the NOOTKn. was again 
detached for patrol, 

9/11/52 : A total of 35 sorties wore flown this date consisting of 10 CAP, 20 

TixRCiiP and 5 strike and reconnaissance. All TaRCAP aircraft hit pro -as signed 
targets prior to carrying out T^iRGAP duties. During the morning one aircraft 
was damaged by enemy ground fire but was landed successfully in friendly ter- 
ritory with no injury to the pilot* The NOOTKA rejoined at 1000 and at 1720 
the ttiESH was detached for assigned patrol. 
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9/12/52 : Due to heavy aircraft danogo only 28 sorties were flown this date* 

Of these, 10 were CilP and 18 were TaRCAP, with the latter again hitting pro** 
briefed targets at the beginning of thoir flight* The MtiPSH rejoined at 0945 
and the COSSaCK ¥/as again assigned the night patrol, departing at 1720, 

-9/13/52 : Thirty sorties were launched on this final day of operations* These 

consisted of 10 C/iP and 20 T^i.RCiiP with pre -as signed targets* At 0915 the 
COSSiiCK rejoined and at I6OO the MARSH was detached for night patrol, ivt 2100, 
Hits OGEaN assured the duties of GTE 95,11* ,^t 2310, as the OCEkN and SIGILf 
passed, the NQOTKA was detached and the SICILY, with the COSSaCK as escort, 
continued south enroute to Sasebo, Japan* 




PiiRT II fCont«d^ 




♦ . i 



^)ECl^SSlFlF-D 



PART III 

FERFORI,ikNCE OF QRDNkNnK KkfKRTAT. 

AM) EQUmENT lUCLUDIMG AMvUNITTnw -RXTOWnTTTTPP. 

A, Thirty-six (8,1%) 5” rockets foiled to ignite for reasons ns listed below; 



Number Cause 

13 Pigtails broken In flight, 

7 Faulty igniter receptacles, 

2 Pigtails disengaged from receptacles due to locking pin 

failure, 

8 Faulty v/iring in rocket electrical system, 

6 Rockets failed to ignite, 

B, Two roctets fell off launcher during arrested landings. The latch pins 

sheared in Aero 2/Ui. combination bomb and rocket launcher, 

C, Aminupition Expenditures . 

1, luring the operating period covered by this report the foUovfing 
ordnance was expended: 

By VIijla-312 itircrr.ft : 

1000 pound GP bombs 23 

500 pound GP bombs 147 

260 pound Fragnsntation bombs 277 

100 pound GP bombs 



NaPkLM Fire bombs 
20mn rounds 
50 Caliber rounds 



23,600 

61.500 



40mm 





SUm-IkRY OF OWN i.ND EIlEIvIY BkTTLE Dj^GK 



Orm Battle Damcga . 

1. Battle Danage to the U,S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) - None, 

2, For damage sustained by VM-312 aircraft see Naval Air Warfare 
reports submitted for this operating period, 

3* For operational damage suffered by VMtt-312 aircraft see Operational 
Damage Heport for September submitted by U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), 

B • Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enemy - 



1, By the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) - None, 



By Marine Attack Squadron Throe 


Hundred TvjoIvg 


as listed below 


T..RGETS 


DixIiL^GED 


DESTROYED 


MIG-15 




1 


Railroad Cars 


4 




Transformer 


1 




Junks 


23 


25 


Trucks 




2 



Billeting Areas 
Radio Positions 
CoEonand Posts 
Troop Concentrations 
Power Sub-Station 
Rail Bridges 
Road Bridges 
Bunisrs 



4 



2 

4 2 

16 
1 

1 2 

25 9 

8 6 

4 3 





Trenches 
Supply Dumps 



19 



1 
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TiiR^ETS 






Buildings (Barracks & Vfarehouses) 41 
Gun Positions 37 



3* The following damage was confirmed by friendly agents. This damage 
was the result of one CiiS and seven strike missions and is included as a part 
of the estimntod dQmc.ged listed in section 2 above. 



TiiRGETS 



DAlIkGED 



DESTROYED 



Command Post 



"SCR 300" Radio 



Oxen 



Ox Carts 



Trucks 



105mm Gun 
60mn Gun 



Barracks 



Truck 
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^RSONNEL FERFORP/kNCE AMD nRSTU.T.TTCR 
Personnel Perforoance , 

The o^rnll perfomnnce of personnel was in accord with the highest st-nd. 

fS sh» Of ocXSorl 0 

ixne show of enthusiasm nnd aggressive spirit by ell hands, 

B* Cqsualtlos >> 

On 10 September 1952 Captain J, G, FOmR, USi.50, was forced to ball out 

attacking iaG^-2.5^ He was recover- 
ed by helxcopter. Ho suffered a sprain of tte left shoulder, 

-wartime complement as submitted by this corncnd to COM- 
(2) Navigati on Departnont i iidoquate. 



(3) Sm 



gartnent i Adequate , 



% ^9Xy Dg p^rtaen;^ 10 to 15 more non-rated men are needed to main- 
tain conoition 3 vratchos and continue necessary ppkoep*, 

( 3 ) Opera t ions Depa rtno nt i ^11 but one rated radioman have received 

naintain the radio crew at an operating 
level, it has been necessary to request that those orders be held in abov- 

cruise. Cooperation has been received 

in ^^i i? Ho^7over, it is considered important 

nee^f^r^+i’^ ^^xth the granted delays in execution of orders, the short- 

relation to commitments that their en- 
devoted to operational traffic. This has severely handi- 
program and it nw/ appears that little substandtSl pro- 
gress in training replacements aboard can be expected during the combat period. 

in th-^E?SKS^^wr^“^*i 7 overall shortage of petty officers 

Mvl ratings. However, the critical stage of training has 

passed and the total of petty officers is now approaching the alloi 7 anco list. 
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SPECIAL C0M.1ENTS iiKD RECOIEENDATIONS 



A* As may be noted from Section E of Port I the operations reported require 
close liaison with a number of heterogeneous xmits* Also, GTE 95.11 is given 
wide latitude in acting upon the intelligence and requests for aid received 
from these units. It is therefore highly important that commands become 
thoroughly familiar with tho area and its ntmierous "ground rulos" before tak** 
ing over as GTE 95.11, The SICILY had a face-to-foce tum“*over from tho U.S.S, 
BATAAN (CVL-29), This included tho transfer of various working files and chart 
overlays as tjoII as background information. An excellent briefing was received 
from CTG 95.1 staff. In addition, LCDR JOY, RN, who is thoroughly familiar 
with the operations, accompanied the ship on the first few days of its first 
patrolo It is considered that the above represents tte absolute minimum of 
preparation required by a command to prepare it for assuming the duties of 
GTE 95,11. 

Several additional things can bo done. The Commanding Officer of HUC 
XEAN kindly offered to send his Operations Officer LCDR Manley COOPER along 
for the early phase of the first patrol. This offer was gratefully accepted 
and the ship benefited greatly from this officer's long experience in the area. 
Prior to reporting for duty the ship sent the Intelligence Officer on a tour 
of shore installations in the area and later tho Operations and Air Operations 
Officer visited Joint Oporational Command Headquarters, Korea* It is consid- 
ereid highly desiroable for officers who can bo spared from among tho Operations 
Officer, Air Operations Officer, Air Intelligence Officer and GIG Officer to 
make a tour of the area before the ship takes over its duties* This tour 
should consist as much as possible of the follovJing: a visit to J,0,C, Korea, 
visits to the princip'61 intelligence and other military imits in the various 
friendly coastal islands, a day aboard one of the patrol ships and from two 
to three days aboard the operating carrier. Early receipt of tho applicable 
operations orders is also highly desirable in order that personnel may makie 
a thorough study of then before the turnover is begun, 

B, It is interesting to note that the two attacks by MIG aircraft on F4U's 
were not as damaging as might have been expected. Low altitude, 9, OX feet 
and belovj', and the distance of the MIGS from their bases, 100 to 120 miles, 
were undoubtedly contributing factors to this. It docs appear, however, that 
the aggressive defense - turning into the attack and setting up a defensive 
viToave was very effective protection, 

C, As stated in paragraph I, E above, general purpose bombs were found to be 
relatively ineffective against the heavily reenforced gun positions on the 
W0I5ARI Peninsula, Tiny Tim rockets and amor piercing bombs will be obtained 
for use against these positions. 

D, A number of attacks wore made on areas where intelligence reports indi- 
cated that enemy troops were billeted. Troops were very seldom sighted during 
these attacks and as a result estimates of VflA and Klii were very low. Ground 
Intelligence, hovTever confirmed 476 Klii and 271 WIA after a series of strikes 
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which had resulted in en estimate of no enemy casualties by the pilots* It 
appears that the enemy is continuing his tactic of concealing his troops on 
approach of aircraft and that strikes against troops billeting areas are gen^ 
erally more effective than pilot estimates indicate* 

E, Hidden gun emplacements and other types of camouflaged targets were found 
to be extremely difficult to locate* Very low level reconnaissance had been 
fairly effective for this work in the past, but had proved too costly in planes 
and pilots to be continued. Photographic coverage was available throiigh J.O.C. 
Korea by special request but when honored required two to five days to process 
exclusive of interpretation. Since the enemy makes a practice of moving his 
guns and other equipment at frequent intervals the above service was not fast 
enough to be fully effective. It has been recommended by separate correspond- 
ence that a two plane photo team in addition to the marine squadron be assign- 
ed to the carrier which is on the Yellow Sea Patrol, 

P, Approximately one-half of aircraft were equipped with ADF receivers. 

In order to utilize this equipment, assignment of a frequency was obtained^ A 
TDE transmitter was used and a transmitter key was relocated to bo within reach 
of the air controller, Th© following procedure was set up. In event of fail- 
ure of other homing equipment or in an emergency the pilot requested "SISTER*', 

If the operational situation permitted, the Air' Controller then sent a ten 
second dash, followed by a letter Identifier and another 10 second dash. With 
a power of 100 watts good results wore obtaii^d up to 50 miles , Even though • 
this equijmient must be used with caution in the combat area it is considered 
well worth-while to make the above arrangements when the ADF is already install- 
ed in the aircraft, 

G, Early warning and SAR in Korea were coordinated by the 5th Air Force at 
Seoul, The following circuits were used for this purpose 4 

(1) West Coast 5th Air Force Navy Liaison Net (voice)* This net wos used 
for early warning and SAR in Korea, The most important stations on this net 
were the 5th Air Force at Seoul, Carrier Task Element 95,11 (SICILY), ADCC at 
Chodo and Paengyong-Do Islands, Upon occasion Commander Task Element 95*12 
also entered the net, 

(2) West Coast 5th Air Force Navy Liaison Net (CW), This net paralleled 
tho previously mentioned net with the exception that stations were limited to 
Commander Task Element 95*11 and 5th Air Fhrce^ Upon occasion tho Commander 
Surface Patrol Element (CIE 95*12) also entered this net to file OP and flash 
traffic to 5th Air Force, 

(3) Carrier Task Group 95-1 Task Group Commanders Net« The stations on 
this not were Commonder Task Element 95*12, Commander Task Element 95*11, and 
most of the ships and task units of Task Element 95*12, This not served to 
pass traffic between 95*11 and units of Task Element 95*12, 

Originally both East and West Coast Navy were on the same Liaison Wets, 

This was changed just before this ship reached the area and comjnunications on 
the new liaison nets were very poor during most of the operating period* How- 
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Iots* toward the end of the period leveling off at about os fol* 



VOICE' 

Chodo 

Poongyong-Do 
5th Air Force 

CW 



RELIABILITY AT END QF PERIOD 

20 % 

40% 

50% 



5th Air Force 



60% 



The impovement was the result of the confbined efforts of all coEimnds in- 
volved. These efforts included tightening down on circuit discipline, better 
control of frequency shifts, frequency assignment changes, and, it is believed, 
equipment changes by the 5th Air Force. * 

4-u serious aspects of the situation was that Chodo, which was 

the nortternost station and almost always detected bogies first, 7ms also ths 
one least often received. This was partially overcome by the alertness of the 
surface patrol ^ the Chodo area. This patrol passed Chodo flash reports oh 
tte West Coast Navy Command Net (CVO. The SICILY CaP Tms also usually able to 
pick up this information on guard channel and pass it to the ship via VHF- 
Carriers on tte Yellow Sea Patrol should always brief their CAP to be alert 
to perform this ^ duty. All commands were still studying the situation and mak- 
ing efforts to improve it when the SICILY loft the area. 



Copy to: 

CNO (2) Advance 
CIKCPACFLT {2) Advance 
GINCPACPLT EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
COLmVFE (1) Advance 
COMNAVFE evaluation GROUP (l) 
COtiSEVENTHFLT (l) Advance 
GIF 95 (1) Advance 
CTG 95.1 (2) 

CO&IAIRPAC (5) 

COr^RVPAC U) 

COfciFAiR JAPAN (1) 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE (l) 

COIJCARDIV 17 (1) 

COMCi^RDIV 15 (1) 

CO, faireetupac (a) 

CORiMARCORPS (l) 




AOION E. LOOMIS 



Copy to; 

CG AIHFRFPAC (l) 

CG Fi^PAC (1) 

CG 1st mw (1) 

C0,I61G-12 (1) 

CO, VLA-^12 (1) 

U.S.S. BATIiiiN (CV7 j- 29) (l) 

U.S.S. HEKDOVA (GVE-II4) (l) 

U.S.S, BAIROKO (CVE-115) (1) 

U.S.S. BADCENG STRAIT (CVE-II6) (l) 
U.S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) (l) 
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OOWflGRAOED AT 3 YEAR IKTERVALSa 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YIAM 
OOD DIR 5200iQ 



Fromj Gomiuanding Officer, U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118) 
To: Chief of 

Via: (l) Comroander Task Force 76 

(2) Commander SEVENTH FLEET 

(3) CommandGr Naval Forces, FaR EAST 

( 4 ) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet 



Suhj: *.ction Report 6 October through 16 October 1952 



Ref: (a) OPNi^V Instruction 3480.4 

(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480. 

(c) C0MPHHS*0RFE Operation Plan No. 10L.-52 



1. In accordance with references (a), (b) , and (c) the Action Report 
for the period 6 October through I 6 October 1952 is hereby submitted. 

2. This report is divided into six (6) parts, as listed below: 

Port I - General Narrative 
Part II - Chronological Order of Evonts 
Part III- Performance of Ordnance biaterial and Equip- 
ment including Ammunition Expenditure 
Part IV - Ovm and Enemy Battle Damage 
Part V - Personnel Performance and Casualties 
Port VI - Conunents and Recommendations 



PRKT_I' 

GENER/IL rt.'JmilTIVE 



/** During the period of this report the U»S,S. SICILJ (CVE~118), undor f 
the comnend of Ceptein iUnoh E, LOOMIS, 62535/1310, USN, Trith Ifcrino 
Attcck Squadron Thr<^0 Hundred T^tcIvc (VTWi-312) , under the command of 
Lioutenant *^oloncl R, E, C/llERON, 007027, USMC, enberked, operated cs ■ 
a port of Task Force 76 in the U.S. SEVENTH FLEET. 

B, The Coraaanding Officer, H.S.S, SICILT (CVE-118) , ossuned the title 
of CTG 76.2 at 052300Z, lA. 090300Z the SICILT reported to Task Group 
76*5 and assuned GTE 76.52, At 1U908Z, upon being detached fron Task 
Group 76,5,- the SIOIE? assumed CTG 76,2, At 13094 5Z the SICILf rejoinoe 
Task Group 76,5 enrouto to operating area and assumed GTE 76,52, Upon 
entering the vicinity of the objective area the SICILT •;;as detached froir 
Group 76,5 and again assumed CTG 76,2 at 141908Z and retained this de- 
signation until JOINT AI'IPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE 76 T?as dissolved at 161000Z, 

The Group consisted of one (l) escort carrier and tv;o (2) dcstroyorg 
acting as screen, 

C, The Task (k*oup operated as part of Task Force 76 in the Sea of Jopai 
and against cnony forces in the Wondan Bay - Kojo Peninsula area, . 

D, T;io oneqy forces were the North Korean Peoples Ijcay and ’*Voluntocr'* 
Chinese Comaunist Forces in onenj’- held North Korea, 

E, The mission of the Task Group was to provide ^^Lr Support in accord- 
ance with Annex H, Commander i^nphibious Force, Far East Operation Plan 

\ 

No. lOlA-52, 

F, During the □ovoment jdiQSos of the Task Force this Tdsk Group engage 
in training and exorcises in preparation for the coming operations, 

Dailv classes in Naval "GnnfJrn Snottincr r.nd Tart‘?ral Air nbsnrvnr 



I (Cnnt.M ^ 



procGduTGs vrorc conducted for all VMA-312 pilots, Tho movonent phosos 
allo\7od anplo tino for thoroogia Intolligancc end operational briefings 
prior to the arrival of tho Task Group in tho objoctivo area. 

Continuous roconncissonco of the linos of cocmunlcations in and 
loading to the objective aroa revealed a oodploto lack of najor onony 
movcaont throughout D-Day end D+1 Day. 

^i.11 flights, upon returning from the objective area, reported /,n tl- 
..ircraft fire of the “Automatic weapons" type in the vicinity of the 
beach and along all main supply routes in tho area. The above reports 
were consistently ovaXuated as moderate and accurate anti-aircraft fire. 
Only one F4U from the ^ICILf sufferod serious damage from anti-aircraft 
fire and the pilot of that aircraft was able to accomplish a successful 
oDorgoncy landing at K18, 

iit 1602152 two ( 2 ) F4^J’s, while in the vicinity of UTM Grid OU A0^5, 
sighted six ( 6 ) MIG-15 type enomy fighters. The F4U's were at an alti- 
tude of 7000 foet and fljdng on a courso of 210° True, The B4U pilots- 
heard a transmission on VHP stating that HIG«s wore in tho area and, 
upon hearing this report, ono of the pilots sighted tho MiG’s at six 
(6) o’clock. The F4U’s initiated a defensive weave, 

^Jter following the F4U’s for approximately 5 minutes, the MIG3:> 
departed without taking any hostile action, Tho HIGS ronainod at an 
altitude of approximately 15,000 foot throughout tthe oncountor, 

CIC eboard the SICIHf was assigned control of the C/JP in the object- 
ive area and it is felt that valuable experience was gained by all air 
controllers and CIC personnel in this operation. 




Pi'JRT I (Cont*d ) 



The total nonber of sorties for the period ttqs 127 with c total 
of 374,5 'hours flown, Tho following is a broakdown of tho total sor-ttos 
flown: 41 C/*Pj 36 Kaval Gunfire Spot; 28 Tactical /*ir Observer; and 



22 reconnoissancG, 



0608272 



0705422 

0707L^2 

0822172 

O9030OZ 



0905452 



lCKK0x2 

1006;.43 

1U9084 



1119502 



1121022 



1209202 
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CHROWQL0G2g4L ORDER Qg EVENTS 

The U*S,S4 SICHT under the coomnd of Captain 4linon £• LOOMIS 
departed Sasebo^ Japan for Otaru, Hokkaido » Japan* VMi»-312, 
conmnded by Lieutenant Colonel R* E. CkMSRON^ USMC, was 
embarfcad* The screen consisted of the U.S.S, ELBE (SD-744) and 
the U;3iSi HUBBtRD (DD-748). 

Coimaanoed refueling the U.S.S* BUJE ^'DD**744)# 

Coniiienced refueling the U*S«S. HUEBkBD (ED**748)« 

Arrived Otarik, Japan* 

Comoanding Officer SICILY assumed CTE 76*52 and reported 

to Task Group 76*5* 

Ui^erway^ f rora Otaru and JoiJjed Task Group 76*5* Enroute to the 
objective area* 

Sizercised at tactical drill#* 

Txorciaed the crow at general q^uartars* 

Detached from TG 76*5 and nsstuaed CTG 76.2, 

The U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742) and the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788) 

Joined and formed s(3'een* 

Commonced flight operations for Rehearsal of Joint Amphibious 
Tfioflfjig* 

Secu?ed from flight opera tiaas. Euring this day with twenty»-four 
(24} aircraft on board, an average of seventeen (17) aircraft 
were availoble* A total of tBrenty*^lx (26) soz*ties were flown* 




miT 11 {Gnr>ttA\ 

Fifteen (15) of these were CAP flights, three (3) were for 
tBCtlcnl air observation and eight (8) were siaulotod naval 
gunfire spot and close air support, A total of 81,5 hours 
were flown during the day, 

122100Z Commenced flight ope^ttona, 

222139Z Commenced refueling the U.S.S* HOLLISTER (DD-788). 

322300Z Comraenced refueling the U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742). 

130850Z Sedured flight operations, Duf lag this day there were twenty- 
foiii* ( 24 ) hiiiraft cm board and aii overage availability of 
sixteen (16), Fifteen (15) CAP flights were flown for a total 
of fifty-six (56) flying hours. 

130945Z Rejoined TG 76,5, 

132057Z Commenced flight operations. 

U06192 Secured from flight operations. During this day twenty-four 
(24) aircraft wore aboard and on. average of nineteen (19) air- 
craft were available. Eight (8) CAP flights were flown for a 
total of twenty-five (25) flying hours, 

141908Z Detached from TG 76,5 to operate as TG 76.2 with the U.S.S. 

ROGERS (DD— 876) and the U.S.S. HUBBARD (DD— 748) as screen, 
141955Z Commenced flight opoystlcns, 

150803Z Secured from flight cporntlcrro, ^ ^ 

Ehirlng thiE day thoro wore twonty-four ( 24 ) aircroft on 
board and on average of twenty (20) aircraft were available 
during the day. The SICILY provided Taotioal Air Observers 
for the landing force# and air spotting for the bombardment 





P/JIT II fCont»d^ 
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ships, Twonty-nlne (29) sorties were floim for a total of 
oiphty (so) flying hours, TV/g1vg (12) sortios t^ero suppllod 
for naval gunfire spot, eight (8) for reconnoissancQ aissions 
Qnd nino (9) to act cs tactical oir observers. Only the re- 
connaissaneo flights were loaded T>lth an oxternal bomb load, 
Thereforo very foT7 targets trero struck by aircraft froa this 
ship. The follo'.?ing is a list of the danage inflicted by 
SICII2C aircraft. 



T.HGET 
Building 
15 Buildings 



RESULT 

Dostroyod 

Danaged or Destroyed 



Supplies Danaged 

Road Bridge Damaged 

1511342 Joined Task Elonont 76,00, 

1519562 Detached to operate as TG 76,2 vlth the U.S.S, ROGERS (DD-876) 
and the U.S,S, HUBBiJlD (DD-748) as a screen. 



152100Z Coanonced flight operations, 

1602152 T:70 (2) F4Us sighted six (6) inG-15s, The MIGS follor ed the 
F4tls for about five (5) ninutos and thon deported i-dthout 
taking hostile action* 

160811S Secured fron flight operations. During this day thero Tvoro 
t'FTonty-onc aircraft on board and an average of eighteen (18) 
aircraft vrere available, Fortj’^seven (47) sortios, consisting 
of sixteen (l6) tactical air obsorvors, and ono (l) CS£ flight 
v?oro flor,!! :7ith a total of 



ULULnoon il-w 



PART II (Copfd) 

one hiindred thirty-two (132) flying hours for the day, 

"nio foUowxilg damages wore inflicted on the enon^ during 
the days 

parget result 

Buildings 3 destroyed, 2 damaged 

4 railroad cars 2 heavily damaged 

Tranches Troops strafed. No damage 

assessed, 

1610002 Joint AmfAlblous Task Force 76 was dissolved. 




Ii\G.utt<'Xi;G' liii.LTlv.'l; * lTlii~J> 



1 ., ii tott.1 of 14{^ roci.;etE x.ere loacec durin-; the oporttion. Seven 
(V) rocketfi, or c; totfcl of 4.'^/j of tho^iO loaded, v;t;rc returnee to 



t>te ehup t;f; c i.cs. 

i;o. 



IsV^vH 4 

KVjJi 1 

HVuR 1 

hllVai 1 



i3, jinnun:' tiou expend itiJirost 

1, Vlu-‘312 Ciircraft; 
Si'f' lu, G.I. liojifos 
3" Hoakets (HV Afi) 
20 ill Rounds 

50 Cal. Rounds 

2. L.k-j.u. oi.Cl,j^s 



Ui-CSI::. 

i-igt&il improperly enguj-ec 
in igniter receptacle. 

Due rocket, 

faulty Igniter receptacle. 

I'igtfii.1 ''.vfu', LroVen due; to 
ejectc;e liiv'E <'„,nd brass fror,: 
guns, 

22 

152 

7,035 

20,675 



wo aijuunition v.as e:^penuc-ci by the U.S.S. SiCl 21 




LASSl 



P/JIT IV 



SUMF.!I£RY CF CTOJ SMEfvIY B/iTTLR DAMZ-.m?: 



A. 07.71 Battle Damage* 

1* Wo damage was inflicted on ships in this Task Group* 

2, For damage sustained by mi-312 aircraft see Naval Air 
v7arfare Reports submitted for this oper-ating period. 

3* For operational damage suffered by VI'lA-312 aircraft see 
Operational Damage Report for 1 October to 18 October, 1952, 
Submitted by the U.S.S, SICIH (CVE-118), 



B. Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enemy* 

1. No battlo damage was inflic\ted on the enery by the 
U.S.S, SICH2’, 

2. The follorlng is battle damage inflicted on thb enemy 
by VIW.-312 aircraft: 



T.'IRGET 


RESULT 


Building 


4 Destroyed 


15 buildings 


Damaged or destroyed 


Supplies 


Damaged 


Road Bridge 


Dciaaped 


Buildings 


2 damaged 


4 railroad cars 


2 heavily damaged 


Trenches 


Troops strafed. No 
damaged assessed* 
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PART V 

PERSONNEL FSR?0RMA?I:E AM H A.STUT.TTF.q 

A. The following dispatch mas received from CTF ?6: 

"PERFQRJ.IANCE OF AIRCRAFT, CIC AIjD AIR COIJTHOL PERSONNEL 
SICILT DURIIC JOINT AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING," 



B, Casualties! 

No casualties were inflicted on personnel of this Task Group, 

C, The present ship's COMBAT INFORMATION CEl'ITER with the comple- 
ment of forty-five (45) enlisted men and six (6) officer air 
controllers proved adequate for this operation. However, extend- 
ed operations of this type would require additional enlisted per- 



sorjiel 




PART VI 

Qmmms AM)_.REComEmTio?g 

A, Neval O^jerations. 

Giirfooe. 

Due "to the Xow top speed of the cXass carrier the usual 
difficulty of regaining station after flight operations by the "Baker* 
method was experienced* 

In a cruising formation such os 92R when air operations are to 
be conducted by the independent method, it is recommended that car- 
riers bo assigned any one of the following four stations* Van, rear, 
and flante. After flight operations the carrier could then return to 
the most advan-tegeous of the four stations and a great deal of unneces- 
sary steaming and time out of formation could be avoided* 



— 12 — 





(a) Air operations were carried on with no vinusucl ?nci- 
dentsa All flights scheduled wer<j flowna The aircraft maintenance 
crews performed a commendable job in keeping the aircraft flying# 
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MsJ&SEkial 

b# Two (2) bcrrlor creahes occurred in which the tail wheel 
yoke houaing Bssembly failed. In one case the aasembly collapsed, 
but the toil hook hold and the plane stopped short of the barriers. 

In tte second case, the assembly parted end the plane hit barriers 
number 2, 3, and 4. The tail wheels ware unlocked and the landings 
were made tail wheel first, but in a slight wing-down attitude. The 
landings did not seem hard nor the skid severe enough to cause mater- 
ial failure, A^on^ibuting factor, which maintenance personnel 
aboard the ship were unablJ to chock for, was the possible presence 
of is^ieroeptibla fractures in the metal. If Dye Penetrant kits were 
available to the ship, these fractures could be detected. These Dye 



Peastrant kits are available on the open market and should be made 
available to fleet maintenance personnel. The kite are small. 



inexpensive, and simple to use. 



-U- 





^^BLV UCoat'd^ 



.ilr fRont.td l 

o. The too day oround la port provided iaaam„ 

lent time for preventive checks and necessnr^ . 

^°ossary engine chongeso 

Dini^num of five dayw should be allorod. 
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3n Mr. Defense ' i 

b. Identification and evaluation of air contacts by the use 
of the UTM grid proved cunbersone and inaccurate in the limited 
objective area of this operation. It is felt that a system of re- 
porting air contacts from a prominent radar reference point in the 
objective area would permit more expeditious handling of bogles. 
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PiiKT VI (Cont»d) 



#, The SP radcr, due to the nonavailability of spare parts proved to 
be totally inadequate. This radar is becoming obsolete due to the 
development of inwove d types* It is felt that an improved height 
finding radar is neoessory in the effective handling of aircraft 
and should be installed aboard this type carrier as soon as avail- 
obles 



:J>- 

' P ■ 
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D. In tellieence i 

3r A detailed Fink analysis would be very beneficial to a carrier 
entariuiiia this typo of operation in an unfandllor area. If this in- 
formation were included in the Intelligonoe Annex, it is felt that 
bettor results would be obtained from the aircraft and possibly a 
saving in material and availability of aircraft would result* 




1 . 1 




DECLASSIFIED 




E. logistics I 

2^ Logistic Support was furnished by CoBcmndor Fleet Air Japan 
and Ifii) yolK,'s\ika» The action taben to expedite delivery of p?:irts 
required for AOG pianos was very good considering the short time 
allowed. However, it is believed that oven better results might have 
been obtained had it been possible to keep Commander Fleet Air Japan 
informed of the SICILY*s schedule. 
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J* Material 

1» Bureau of Aeronautics 

a. Overage cement in Kits, Repair (Stknr R37-K-500) for MK III 
Antl-^posure Suitr - It is recommended that all subject Kits in stock 
in MSB Yokosuka an4 in stock on board the U.S.S* CHOURRE (ARV-1) be in- ’ 
spoctod and replaced if the cement therein is found to be overogo (6 mon- 
ths is the storogo limit). It is further recommended that the follovd.ng 
action bo token* 

(1) Blscontinue procuromont of the Kits (R37-K-500), 

( 2 ) T9hon stocks of Kits ere oidicuatedy issue coment (Stknr 
R 52 -C-I 557 ), byrd cloth and nooprono improgaatod tapo, 

(3) Add comont (Stknr R52-C-1557), byrd cloth and neoprone 
iciprognated tapo to the Section AlloT?cnco Jist for 
oU applicable supply supporting activities, and symbol 
code these items (CtT) indicating cold weather material. 
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!• Bureau of Aoibonaatlca (Coni<d) 

b* Tube Assembly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82-CV-VS-48817) - The 
ropXacomont rate of ttio tube (commonly reforrod to as a ’•goosenock'*) 
is high (about 8 tubes por 10 tanks dropped)* It is roeommendod that 
the source code bo changed from M~1 to P or P»l, It is further re** 
comonded that it bo odded to the Section ”B'* alloranco list for 
P4If»4/4B aircraft* The numerical allowance should bo $0^ of the 
cllov;anoo of f.1K 12 external auxiliary fuel tanka* 







Almon E. LOORIIS 



Copy to* 

CHO (2) Advance 
CIWCP/iCFLT (2) Mvanco 
CIJ3CPACFLT EVALUi;TIOH GROtJP (l) 
COnmWE (1) Advance 
COI^NAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
CO'JSEVEOTHFLT (l) Advance 
CLP 76 (2) Advance 
C0;UJRPAC (5) 

COi'iSERVPAC U) 

COriFAIRJAPAK h) 

N/.V/X WJl COIIEGE (1) 

CaC/JU3IV 17 (l) 

COJCARDIV 15 (1) 

CO, P.'ORBETUPAC (2) 

COIlIimCORPS (l) 

CG FIFPAC (1) 

CG AIRPr.lF?AC (1) 

CG 1st I,tA"7 (1) 

CG, m-12 (1) 

CO, V?'IA-312 (1) 

U.S.S, BATAAN (CVL-29) (l) 

U.S.S, REHDOVA (CVE-114) U) 

U.S*S. BAIROKO (CVE-115) (l) 

U,S*S* BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) (l) 

U,S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) U) 
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!• Bureau of Aoibonaatlca (Coni<d) 

b* Tube Assembly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82-CV-VS-48817) - The 
ropXacomont rate of ttio tube (commonly reforrod to as a ’•goosenock'*) 
is high (about 8 tubes por 10 tanks dropped)* It is roeommendod that 
the source code bo changed from M~1 to P or P»l, It is further re** 
comonded that it bo odded to the Section ”B'* alloranco list for 
P4If»4/4B aircraft* The numerical allowance should bo $0^ of the 
cllov;anoo of f.1K 12 external auxiliary fuel tanka* 







Almon E. LOORIIS 



Copy to* 

CHO (2) Advance 
CIWCP/iCFLT (2) Mvanco 
CIJ3CPACFLT EVALUi;TIOH GROtJP (l) 
COnmWE (1) Advance 
COI^NAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
CO'JSEVEOTHFLT (l) Advance 
CLP 76 (2) Advance 
C0;UJRPAC (5) 

COi'iSERVPAC U) 

COriFAIRJAPAK h) 

N/.V/X WJl COIIEGE (1) 

CaC/JU3IV 17 (l) 

COJCARDIV 15 (1) 

CO, P.'ORBETUPAC (2) 

COIlIimCORPS (l) 

CG FIFPAC (1) 

CG AIRPr.lF?AC (1) 

CG 1st I,tA"7 (1) 

CG, m-12 (1) 

CO, V?'IA-312 (1) 

U.S.S, BATAAN (CVL-29) (l) 

U.S.S, REHDOVA (CVE-114) U) 

U.S*S. BAIROKO (CVE-115) (l) 

U,S*S* BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) (l) 

U,S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) U) 
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